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This is a response from the UK Local Government Alliance for International Development (LG-AID) -
a partnership established to provide a single voice for UK local government in relation to
international development!.

work more closely...with
local authorities...in preparing, implementing & monitoring national development policies & plans
to. “identify areas where there is a need to strengthen the capacity to perform & deliver services at all levels —
national, sub-national, sectoral and thematic — and design strategies to address them
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Devolving power and the provision of services to local units and layers of government has potential as an effective
means of bringing politicians and policy makers closer to clients and making services more effective. However at the
local level, institutions and participatory development mechanisms are often weak, resulting in poor service delivery
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Adopt a departmental strategy for strengthening local government - promoting pro-poor and
pro-planet local governance and decentralisation programmes;

Work in partnership with local government actors, in the UK and developing countries,
alongside other donor agencies, private sector and NGO groups, to elaborate and implement

this strategy.
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1. How effectively developing country governments and donors, particularly DFID, are addressing
the challenges presented by urban poverty?

1.1 Enhancing impact of aid for urban communities " / “is a growing consensus that the Paris
Declaration has fallen short in its objective of enhancing aid effectiveness. Part of this failure can be
attributed to the great emphasis placed by donors on the mechanics of aid delivery rather than the
development impact generated by aid. Another key weakness that has been highlighted is the absence of
key development stakeholders 3* , 0 & *,0& --=p /
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Table 1. Local Government contribution to the five principles of ‘Aid effectiveness’

Principle Local government contribution
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1.3 Climate change - global urban challenge. ,
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1.4 There is a clear urban agenda focusing on more competent and accountable city and municipal
governments, with adaptation built into development plans. But there is little evidence of national
governments and international agencies responding to this. In most nations. National and state/provincial
governments still concentrate most of the power and control over public investments. Most international
agencies reinforce the power of central governments, as their funding goes through central governments. In
addition, too many climate change experts see urban change as a local issue that they do not need to
understand, let alone address. It is within urban centres and urban governments that so much of the battle
to prevent climate change from becoming a global catastrophe will be won or lost. Yet when urban
governments do try to respond, they receive little support’(lIED 2007).
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2. DFID’s contribution to meeting the MDG 7 target which seeks to improve the lives of slum
dwellers
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3. The provision of basic services and infrastructure in slums, including energy, housing, transport,
sanitation, water, health and education

> 2 Critical challenges for provision of basic services - 6 %
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> > Promoting partnerships for slum up-grading and pro-poor service delivery ' %'
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4. Supporting opportunities for employment and livelihoods for the urban poor
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5. The role of property rights in improving the lives of slum dwellers
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against forced evictions and provide security of tenure. The forced demolition of urban slums has never reduced
poverty—it creates poverty. Forced evictions have never reduced slums—they simply move slum formation
elsewhere. Provision of secure tenure in existing informal settlements with the participation and contribution of
existing residents is crucial to the process of slum upgrading. It is important to note that “security of tenure”
describes a continuum of formal and informal legal arrangements that are highly context specific.”

. > Local government role and central government support*  $ B

' Local authorities should provide secure tenure to women and men in
informal settlements in cooperation with national governments and slum dwellers. All local authorities, supported
by the national government, need policies to ensure a supply of land to keep down prices and ensure
alternatives to slums for the present and future. Two necessary first steps are to establish a system of effective
land regulation to ensure the future supply of well located land as cities grow and to ensure that private
transactions in the land market are based on transparent information
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The implications of the current global financial downturn for urbanisation in developing
countries

G2 ltis clear that the slowdown is going to hit different places in different ways. Our response to the downturn
must be tailored to local circumstance...Local councils are already showing they are best placed to respond to
this economic crisis. They are at the centre of helping people, businesses and other groups through tough
economic times ahead. When things go wrong, councils step in, both to help kick-start the economy when it hits
rock bottom and to provide a safety net for people in need...1t is councils that can keep people in their homes;
that can get people back on their feet when they have lost their job; that can form partnerships with business;
that can help keep the local economy going when the outlook is bleak. , $ 6 , 0& =
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* Regeneration and local economic development "
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» Climate mitigation and adaptation "'
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* Local data collection and analysis "
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G > Supporting “Public Excellence Overseas”
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Table 2. Public Excellence Overseas - central and local government fighting global poverty in
partnership

Norway — promoting good practice
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Flanders — Partners in progress
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Netherlands - Professional service support
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